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Minutes of May Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 8th May 2019 at 4.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Luie McEntire, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell,





Joe Flaherty, Gerard Hagan, Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, 



Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, P. Ross, M. Sexton  and 




Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.




Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
Cathaoirleach’s Address.

The outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor Luie McEntire, spoke regarding his year as Cathaoirleach of the Council.  He stated that it had been a privilege to serve as Cathaoirleach and thanked the Elected Members for all their support during the year.  Luie also thanked the Chief Executive, the Directors of Services, the Meetings Administrator and all the staff for their guidance, support and help over the last year.  He thanked the Leas Cathaoirleach, Councillor Mae Sexton for her assistance during the year.  Councillor McEntire thanked the local media for their coverage of events during the previous twelve months.  

Luie also thanked his family for their support during his term as Cathaoirleach. 
Luie referred to the many positive developments in the County over the past year and complimented the excellent working relationship between the members and executive.  He referred to the many changes which have occurred during his forty years as a public representative.
Councillor McEntire wished the members every success in the 2019 Local Elections and wished Councillor Mulleady every health, happiness and success in his retirement from Longford County Council.
The Members of the Council congratulated the outgoing Cathaoirleach on his very successful year and wished him and his family every happiness in his retirement.
The members also wished Councillor Mulleady every success into the future. 

Councillor Mulleady thanked the members for their good wishes and also stated that it had been a privilege to having been a member of Longford Council.  
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council, congratulated Councillor McEntire on his year as Cathaoirleach of the Council. He paid tribute to his hard work during the year and presented Councillor McEntire with a collage of photographs from his year as Cathaoirleach.  He wished luck to all those seeking re-election and wished Councillor Mulleady well in his business pursuits.
120th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST LOCAL ELECTIONS HELD IN COUNTY LONGFORD 
The Meetings Administrator read out the names of the Councillors elected to Longford County Council on the 6th April 1899.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.
On the proposal of Councillor P. O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to Marian McGee and family, Battery Road, Longford on the death of Eugene.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Considine family, Foynescourt, Longford on the death of Donal.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Palmer family, Templemichael Glebe, Longford on the death of Thomas.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 6th March 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor C. Murray, the Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 8th April 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS

The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 16th January 2019, as circulated, were noted.

FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that three Public Liability Claims were received since the last meeting of the Council.
Annual Financial Statement for Year ended 31st December 2018.

The 2018 Draft Annual Financial Statement was circulated with the Agenda for the meeting.

J.  McKeon, gave a comprehensive presentation on the Draft Annual Financial Statement 2018, and replied to queries raised by the members.  

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Annual Financial Statement 2018 as circulated, subject to audit by the Local Government Auditor.

The Cathaoirleach and members complimented John and the staff in Finance for their excellent work.

Approval to Additional Expenditure under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to approve of Additional Expenditure under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001, as outlined by the Head of Finance.

Transfers from Reserves.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously agreed to the transfer from Reserves under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001, as outlined by the Head of Finance.

Loan funding of €1,500,000 to part finance various Urban & Rural Regeneration Projects.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to approve loan funding of €1,500,000 to part finance various 
Urban & Rural Regeneration Projects.

Loan funding of €1,500,000 to part finance the construction of a new Library at Edgeworthstown. 
On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to approve loan funding of €1,500,000 to part finance the construction of a new Library at Edgeworthstown. 

Notice of Motion.
Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor S. Butler  -

"I propose that a letter of thanks and support be sent to the trustees of the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust.  Also, that Longford County Council make a contribution towards the fund in memory of all the families who sought help to get their loved ones home to Ireland for internment, especially the McGee family from Drumlish and the Murphy family from Ballinamuck who with the help of this fund were able be bring their sons, Danny and James, home.”
It was unanimously agreed that a letter of thanks and support will be sent to the trustees of the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust and a once off payment of €1,000.00, from the 2019 Community Grant Support Scheme - Countywide Fund, be made to the Trust from Longford County Council.
PLANNING, HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the January meeting of the Council were noted.
Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee.
The adopted Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee held on
the 4th February 2019, as circulated, were noted.

Minutes of Infrastructural and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee.

The adopted Minutes of Infrastructural and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 20th February 2019, as circulated, were noted.
Derelict Sites Levies Policy.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Martin Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Draft Derelict Sites Levies Policy, as circulated. 
Scheme of Priority for Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements.

J. Brannigan briefed the members on the Scheme of Priority for Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Scheme, as circulated.
Review of Bye-Laws for the Regulation and Management of Cemeteries in County Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Martin Mulleady seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to commence a review of Bye-Laws for the Regulation and Management of Cemeteries in County Longford.
Recommendation from Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee – HAP Scheme.
On the proposal of Councillor Paul Ross seconded by Councillor Mae Sexton, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following recommendation from the Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee –

“That Longford County Council writes to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government regarding the security of tenure for tenants in receipt of Housing Assistance Payments (H.A.P.) and also to review the income thresholds for the H.A.P. Scheme.
Part 8 Report  -  N63 Improvement Works at Majors Well Road, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Mae Sexton, it was unanimously agreed to adopt  Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as      amended) and Planning and Development Regulations 2001) (as amended) in respect of      proposal to carry out N63 Improvement Works at Majors Well Road, Longford, as circulated.  
Disposal of property at Drumnacrehir, Dring, Co. Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Martin Mulleady seconded by Councillor Luie McEntire, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of disposal of property at Drumnacrehir, Dring, 
Co. Longford, to Brian Newman, Clooneen, Granard, Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 18th April 2019.

Draft County Longford Road Traffic Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws (No 1)
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the County Longford Road Traffic Special Speed Limit Bye-Laws (No 1) of 2018, as circulated.
Notices of Motions.

“Adopt a Road Scheme. “

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by the Councillor C. Murray –
“I call on Longford County Council to introduce an a “Adopt a Road Scheme” which encourages people to clean litter from roadsides throughout the county.  The participating group or individual would agree in advance a Litter Maintenance Programme with the Council for an agreed number of times during the year. This scheme is operated by Leitrim County Council.”
J. Brannigan stated that Longford County Council works with communities across a wide range of activities. The Litter Awareness Officer has an excellent working relationship with Tidy Town groups in the County. The Tidy Town competition is much broader than litter. The “Adopt a Road Scheme” is in place in a number of counties and complements the work of Tidy Town committees. 

It was agreed that the matter will be referred to the relevant Strategic Policy Committee to progress.
Tenant Incremental Purchase Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -
“That this Council writes to the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government asking them to amend the terms of the current Tenant Incremental Purchase Scheme to include those who are recently retired and have received a lump sum gratuity, that this money may be used to purchase a Local Authority House.”
J. Brannigan stated that the Tenant Purchase Scheme is currently under review by the Department. The Council will write to the Department as per the Notice of Motion.

Climate Change.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray, on behalf on Councillor G. Farrell, and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan  -

“That Longford County Council, in the next term of office, put a lot more emphasis on climate change. We need to do a lot more to reduce our carbon footprint for the sake of the next generation.”
J. Brannigan informed the members that the Council has drafted a Climate Change Adaptation Strategy that will be available for public consultation in June. The Strategy will ensure climate change adaptation is a core consideration across all functions and activities of Longford County Council.    The final Plan will be in place in September.

Sewage Manholes in Foynescourt, Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor S. Butler  -
 “That Irish Water be requested/instructed to remove two sewage manholes which are located in a private garden (number supplied) in Foynes Court.  The manholes are collapsing and causing structural problems and require to be moved immediately.”
J. Brannigan stated that since the introduction of Irish Water, back yard services are considered as a legacy issue. Longford County Council work on individual cases with Irish Water.  

It was agreed that a letter be issued to Irish Water making the request for the works outlined.
Social Housing.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy – 

“What is the exact number of social houses that we intend to build in the whole County for the remainder of 2019 and 2020?.  And also a breakdown of the areas that they are proposed to be built in?   Also, in alphabetical order as on the housing application form starting with Aughnacliffe I want to know the exact number of applications for social family houses and for old peoples dwellings in each area?”
The following details were provided  -
The Governments Rebuilding Ireland sets a target of 50,000 new social homes to be delivered by 2021. A minimum of 309 to be delivered in Longford. Annually the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government set targets for Local Authorities to deliver new homes.

	2018
	Target

	Drumlish
	2
	

	Ballymahon
	4
	

	Lanesborough
	33
	

	Ballinamuck
	8
	

	Clondara
	5
	

	Total
	52
	44


	2019
	Target

	Ballinamuck Turnkey
	10
	

	Granard Turnkey
	24
	

	Drumlish Turnkey
	12
	

	Lanesborough
	4
	

	Total
	50
	76


	2020
	Target

	Fair Green Longford Town
	1
	

	Abbeylarra
	3
	

	Rose Cottage Ballinalee
	6
	

	Park Road Longford Town
	8
	

	Edgeworthstown
	5
	

	Total
	23
	


	HOUSING NEED AS AT 7th MAY 2019 1st Choice
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	LOCATION
	4 BED
	3 BED
	2 BED
	TOTAL NEED
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	AUGHNACLIFFE
	0
	11
	15
	26
	

	BALLINALEE
	0
	25
	17
	42
	

	BALLINAMUCK
	0
	3
	6
	9
	

	BALLYMAHON
	1
	65
	50
	116
	

	CLONDRA
	0
	1
	0
	1
	

	COLEHILL
	1
	5
	5
	11
	

	DRUMLISH
	3
	28
	16
	47
	

	EDGEWORTHSTOWN
	2
	43
	38
	83
	

	GRANARD
	1
	18
	15
	34
	

	KENAGH
	0
	18
	16
	34
	

	KILLASHEE
	1
	13
	3
	17
	

	KILLOE
	0
	0
	1
	1
	

	LANESBOROUGH
	0
	18
	22
	40
	

	LEGAN
	1
	4
	6
	11
	

	LONGFORD TOWN
	12
	262
	160
	434
	

	NEWTOWNFORBES
	0
	25
	9
	34
	906


In response to Councillor Brady who requested that the provision of social housing be equally distributed throughout the County, J. Brannigan confirmed that social housing will be provided in the County on a needs basis. 
Bridge in Ballinamuck.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady  -

“I want to know, as a matter of urgency, when will the bridge in Ballinamuck between Dillon's bar and the 98 Bar be repaired.”
J. Brannigan stated that this matter is being treated as a matter of urgency. A request for funding under the Local and Regional Bridge Rehabilitation 2019 scheme has been submitted to DTTAS.   In parallel Longford County Council’s Bridge Consultant (O’Connor Sutton Cronin) has looked at the bridge and is currently drafting works specification documents. 
It is hoped that subject to approval repair works will commence during the late Summer and that the bridge will be repaired by the late Autumn. 
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Polling Information Cards – Polling Day – 24th May 2019
On the proposal of Councillor P. Ross seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, it was unanimously agreed to the issuing of Polling Information Cards to Local Electors.
Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme (Official Languages Act, 2003) -  as circulated.  
Disposal of land at the IDA Business Park, Templemichael Glebe, Ballinalee Road, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Martin Mulleady seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of land at the IDA Business Park, Templemichael Glebe, Ballinalee Road, Longford containing .709 hectares or thereabouts , to Midland Engineering Profiles, Longford Business & Technology Park, Ballinalee Road, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 17th April 2019, as circulated.
B. Heslin confirmed that the sale of this land is subject to planning permission.

Disposal of land at Templemichael adjacent to Longford Business Park.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of land at Templemichael adjacent to Longford Business Park comprising .8 acres or thereabouts, to Goodness Grains, Unit 1, Longford Business & Technology Park, Ballinalee Road, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 17th April 2019, as circulated.

B. Heslin confirmed that the sale of this land is subject to planning permission.

Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC)
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that Ms Valerie Hand, nominee of Health Service Executive, replace Ms. Anne  Naughton as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that Ms Eileen Finan, nominee of Longford Public Participation Network, replace Mr. Joe Murphy as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).
Information Session on funding opportunities for Community Groups.

Details were provided regarding Information Session on funding opportunities for Community Groups at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 9th May 2019 in the Longford Arms 
Hotel.
2018 Audit Committee Annual Report.
The 2018 Audit Committee Annual Report, as circulated, was noted.
Notices of Motions.
Albert Reynolds Memorial Lecture.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor L. McEntire –

“I propose that former US President, Bill Clinton, be invited to be the keynote speaker at the 
next Albert Reynolds Memorial Lecture." 
B. Heslin stated that Longford County Council will endeavour to make contact with former US President, Bill Clinton.
Electoral Register,
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton –

“I propose that the Members of Longford County Council request that all polling station personnel demand a photo identification from every voter not personally known to them. This is due to the gross inaccuracy of the electoral register, particularly in the Longford Town area, which has led to fraudulent misrepresentation at previous elections.”

The following response was given by B. Heslin -
	  The forthcoming Elections involve taking Combined Polls and in accordance with Regulations
  made by the Minister the local Returning Officer for the European Parliament elections 
  (Ms Bridin Concannon) is responsible for taking the poll for the three Elections at all Polling

   Stations and for conducting special voting.

	


The Electoral Act 1992 prescribes the detailed arrangements for taking of the Poll (Part XVI)

The Right to Vote (Section 111) provides, subject to subsequent provisions of that section that : 

every person whose name is on the register of Dáil electors for the time being in force for a constituency, and no other person, shall be entitled to vote at the poll at a Dáil election in that constituency.
	         A subsequent provision in Section 111 provides that: 

	 the returning officer or the presiding officer may of his own volition, or if so required by a         personation agent present in the polling station, request any person at the time of applying for a ballot paper, but not afterwards, to produce a specified document and, if the person fails to produce such a document, or if the returning officer or the presiding officer is not satisfied that the person is the person to whom the document relates, such person shall not be permitted to vote;

	For the purposes of the forgoing section “specified document” means such document as may be specified in regulations made by the Minister under this section.

The Electoral (Amendment) Regulations 2019 (SI 76 of 2019 dated March 7th ) specify the documents that are acceptable as identification for the purposes of Section 111 of the Electoral Act 1992 extract from Regulations set hereunder and all do not comprise photographic proof. 


Electoral (Amendment) Regulations 2019

“8. A specified document for the purposes of section 111 of the Electoral Act 1992 shall be;

(i) A passport;

(ii) A driving licence;

(iii) An employee identity card containing a photograph;

(iv) A student identity card issued by an educational institution and containing a photograph;

(v) A travel document containing name and photograph;

(vi) A Bank or Savings or Credit Union book containing address in constituency or local electoral area;

(vii) A Public Services Card;

(viii) A Temporary Residence Certificate;

(ix)       A Garda National Immigration Bureau Card;

(x)      An Irish Residence Permit;

(xi)      A cheque book;

(xii) A cheque card;

(xiii) A credit card;

(xiv) A birth certificate;

(xv) A marriage certificate.

Items (x) to (xv) shall be accompanied by a further document which establishes the address of the holder in the constituency or local elector area.

Barbara outlined, in detail, the steps which are being carried out by Council staff to ensure the accuracy of the supplementary register.  The members expressed satisfaction with the measures being taken.
Draft Annual Report 2018
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Annual Report 2018 prepared in accordance with Section 21 of Local Government Act 2001, as circulated. 

B. Heslin stated that the final Report will be submitted at the first meeting of the new Council. 
GENERAL.
Correspondence – circulated.

Correspondence received from the Office of the Minister for Rural and Community Development regarding criteria for Local Improvement Schemes was noted. 
Correspondence received from Irish Rural Link regarding the National Broadband Plan was noted.
Letter received from Most Reverend Richard B. Higgins, Auxiliary Bishop, Vicar for Veterans Affairs, Archdiocese for the Military Services, U.S.A., acknowledging the Civic Reception held by Longford County Council in his honour was noted.
Notices of Motions.
24 Hour Ambulance Service.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor S. Butler –

“That Longford County Council call on the HSE to provide additional 24 hour Ambulance service for County Longford as the current service is not fit for purpose and can often leave the county without a service.”
A letter to be forwarded to the HSE. 

Services for Autistic Children.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray, on behalf of Councillor G. Farrell, and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy –

“That Longford County Council writes to the Minister for Education highlighting the need for support for places in schools and services for autistic children. Services in the County are inadequate especially in the south of the county.”
A letter to be forwarded to the Minister for Education.

Community Employment Scheme Supervisors – Pension Entitlements.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady -

“Call on the Government to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation and provide occupational pension entitlements for Community Employment Scheme Supervisors and Assistant supervisors. Following a one day strike action by local Supervisors and assistants affected,  the Minister For  Finance has failed to meet with their union representatives to  discuss the matter. Asking that this motion is forwarded to the Minister's office and that he accedes to the SIPTU/Forsa Union's request for a meeting on the matter.”
A letter to be forwarded to the Minister for Finance. 

Meningitis Booster. 
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Brady -

“I call on the Department of Health to change the Meningitis booster given to 1st years students at 12/13 years old from C only to include ACWY.”
Councillor M. Carrigy informed the meeting that the Minister for Health has confirmed that this scheme will be put in place for the 2019/2020 school year.

Price of Beef.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor L. McEntire  -

“I am calling on Longford County Council to write to the Minister for Agriculture,
Michael Creed, T.D., to come together with all the farming organizations and put pressure on the factories to set a fair price for our beef.”
A letter to be forwarded to Minister Creed.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

10th July 2019.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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